,6

TVELVE ANGRY.MEN

roTH JtIBoR: Bighl This d;rain bad-no pspqgtrs sir.it.,It
:was
iust heing.morred &wnte.nrn+ &p,^lbh$q.r'u&{E,or4r iremembsr? And tbey proved.iri Cqfi fhatdqk#t,you canlook
ttrrough the windorqs'oE,ae etrqaire wheq th lifu.Are our
and see -whatls hairpening- on the other side- Thb.y. prwed it.
8rn ;unon lto tk rorn Jrxonb tr?d likl to,as& yoq'seme&hg.
.
roTH IUBOn:.Srirre.- -c.:
: .-'
8tr SunoR: You don't bqlierrc thg boy. Hsw eome you believe
, the woman?.She'sonetof,'.tfie4f,too; igllt she? -,,, :,
roTH JURox [sudd.enly mry]z You're a preGty,$ndrr.fdlow,
arenltyon? . .:, . .. :'. :.
; :.. .-;." ..
t:,
:

nons rise asif tohrerygpfiAllg rog'g.Junoa.
FOREMAN: F,Iey, let's take it easy.
; :r
i
roru JrlRox ,fangrilylt Vhat's, he co wi$e abortl l m te[ing
:..
IOtr... '
SRD.yu*oR: Corne.oa.$it do$rn.,Vlha.t.ar€ you:l€tti{lg hir-+get
.

yor.allupsgt,for?. . :., . .
The totaJunoBsits.,. -:. .:: r-:

:,:.
-:...,
.try

FoREMAN: Letls calm dorrn .now. Let?s

.

:,

,..; -

tgrkcep,ir: peacgfrrl

rn here..Whose tutn.is it?,{To,tfu,5r:t* }u$on.],OKr How
about you?

5TIr;flfRoE .Vrckingttert owly,araitn$z.ll,H pass

it:

'- ' :

;

FoREMAN: Tbatl+.yor privilege*F{ow-abotrt the next gierrtle=

.i. . ... .-::
,. .- .. :.
l:.. .: .
6rn ;u n onr [ &n't know. I sta*ed ee,.be cprrvinge& r$6.iyou

rnan? .

..

kno*, very early in

the case,

Weil,I waslpqki+gfsrrtbo:.po-

tive. Thatis very imp,o.rtantu If thtErc?s lto,.moqivp, wherelsi tlre
case? So anyw4f;, t$at tqs.tirtrey,from.tlfsse*aop.h ?sr-qs 6e
hall from,the kid's.apaf.aerrL,tb*.gas,v.er y,$qwerfril&Didn't
.they,say .somettripg,4hqrt,an;a€$nspq ber.wepn,fu, father
and the boy arotrndswen o'cloek t$at &ight? I meirn" I cail be
,

.:- ..' :.\. :-,.:,.....- . . .,: .-:
11rf0ng.
rrTH JURon: Itwaseightol,eloek>,Nqt:se,1rcn.,-, :
8rrr luaon: That's righc. Eight,cfaloqli: {hey head a{L,argu..

meng but thcy coddlf t,;heiu. w-h4. it:rrvaE g:bout,..Thm;6ey
heard the father hit the bo. y twice, and finally they qaw the
boy wa.lk angrily out of-theheErse. $Ehat doesttr*pqorle?,
.

AgT I

r.7

6rH . JU Ra B : WelL it ..deepr"at,exacdy prove .anyrhiqg., Ids }usr
partrof dNepicAua.I4dn? say"it pfpvedany$ing -,
-&TH.IutgB: You.said it:rev.eeled a nixiye for the killing. The

.

,

prosecutiry.storFey said:thp saEedfin& -Iffidl, I dodrSlnk
T .his'boy,has, bden. hit so nany*imes
, in his life,that,vjolence is p-iaetiaily a norssl state of..*&irs
- .[oc.him, I.san't s€'two- slaps rn *e face prorto{cing.hin into
- it'e a r€ry.{trc+gi lEptir/e.

corrud$irynrude{- .: .i .
4qH JITROB ,Iqttt4W:lt mFJ,.'balre. beqn tro-slaps too nany.
Everyone has abreakieg point.
FoBEM.AN [to &a6Txluxor;J; Anything

.:

else?

, '
; .. :
FoBEMANT QK.lTa tbeTTlr JuRoR.].Howabwt the ne,rc.gen,.gle.man? ;.... ..:.. .
-..:
,-.:;...
flrl* JURoR : NE IHe. p. aaet llwk*'nrowd; sbrygs ;l l,.dsn't
. ., kngw, it?s prrctically, all,said .a&.ead,.y.
Ve, cao:a$< alors .ir. for,, ever., f, Eean;:.fhis, kid i* eh {or,6w. -Lpqk at,bic eecod., Flqans
in Chil&eds Court whea bp.raas"ter{or throndrig arS at
hir,teacheq At,four,teen hewas in,Re{omr Schml. He d,a
6rn lunon; N9,

.,

.

:

,ear.l Fb'-s. been arrested"{or lrr1rggiry.

_F,tre,

r*,as picked .up€iv-jce

for eying to slaS aad]!e{, teenagel,nvith a knife. He.b, real
+riek withswitch-knives,,they,said.Itb isa rmy 6ne bqy.
8rn ;unon: Eversincshq wCI five years oldbis,fadrenbeat*rim
upregularly. FIe used hisfists.
7rH J.utsOR: Sq wqild I"A kid liketbat.
;

'Wouldn't

you call those, beatiqgs a norive forhim
!
to kill his fatherl
I
8rn Jrrngn fafur a pausef: I don't know. It's,a rnotirre for&im
to be an angy kid, I'll say that. ., ,.,
,r ...
Itls
the
kids,
the.way.they
are
nowadays,
JURoR:
Argry!
3RD
: I{ostilel Yotr car.lqdo a &mn tbieg Wirh them. Just the lEay
they talk to your Listen, rtrhen I was hig age I used to*.gl[ sy
f+hec "Sir.l That's right, *$ir!'.Ynr g.ver.hear a,loy.call his
fatlrer tlrat anymore?
rr :
8rn ;unon: Fathers don't seern to think it's irnportaat aayglore.
i . ,i
3RD JURoR: \rlo? $ave y@ got.4ny ki6l$?
8rn ;unon: Two.
3RD JURoR: Yeah; well I've got one. He's twenty. We did

4TH IURoR:

j

I

I

i

'I

i.
I

I
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everyrhing for that boy, and what happeaed? Wtren he was
nine he rafi away frora a fight. Isaw hilu.I was go ashamed
I aknost threw up. So I totd him rigbt o,r1. ct?ar:gorula
make a man outa yotr or l"rn gonna bust you.in half r-ying.' \Pell, I made a-rn4s,oura him aH'rigfrt: W*ten tre was
sixteen we had a banle; He hit rc in the {ace; Heri,big,
y'know. I haven't seen'him in"trnro year\s- Rotren kid. you
work your heart out . . . lHe brcaks affr lle bas said.,nore
than be intendz;d. Itre is erttbarras:sedtf'{tll right. Let's get

OnWithit.

: ,

rj.rr ..- .

l

4TH JURoR [risingl: t rhink we'retiiissing the point here. This
bon let's say tre's a product of a filthy rreighborhood and a

broken home. 'We,cldt help that..We,re here to decide
whether he's gurlty or innocent of murder, not to go into reasons why he grew up this way. Ftre was bbniin a sltmr. Shrmi
are breeding,groundi for.criclinals. I krrow it. So do-you.It's
no seset. Children fiorn slufn,bacfurotinds are porential
me&lces to society. Now I thinftroflt JuRox-linter.nqtingl:8rother, yor can say that again.
Tlie'kids who erawl'outa those pfaees are real trash. I'don't
want any part of them, I'n telling you.
jTH JUR.oR [risinglzl\e livred in ashm all my life. I nurse'that
trash in Ffailem Hospital six nights aweek.
roTH JuRon: Oh, now wait a sscond .,.. .
5rH JURoR: I used to.play..ic a backyard that was filled whh
garbage. Maybe it stillsnefls on Ge.
roTH JuRox[his anger rising]-. Novrlisten, buddy.
FoREMAN fto.the jTH JURoR]: Now, let's be reasonable.
There's nothing personal . . .
5rH JURoR \t*ablrThere is something personal!
TEe 3Ro yunoR rfroues to the 5r:a 1urtcx. and Ws him on the
shtmlder. Tbe yraJURoR does,not look up.
3RD J.uRoR: Corire on, no\iy. He didnt mean you, feller. Let's
not be so sensitive.
r rTH JuRon: This sensitivity I understand.
FoREMAN: All righq let's stop all this arguing. Vete wasting time here. lHe points to the 8rn 1unon.] It's your turn.
Let's go.

acT

I

rg

8rn yunon: Vell,I di&'t expect eturn"'I.tho-ughtyou rvere.all
suppe',sed to bi coaviacipgiue. Wasnt t*r*.'tbe idea?
FoREMAN: Check I forgor that
roTH JUR@R! \Fdl'v*rafs tFre diffrrernce? Hers rhe one who's
, keq>i*g us her€r-Ler-silrearw,h*thetrgotrcsay. . j
.:
FoREMAN: Now iust a second. We decided to do it,a:ceftain
,

waR b€t's stiek to what wesaid;

.

,

rorH IURoxldisgttstedl: Ah, stop,bbin'.a ki4 will,youl
FoREMAN: A. kid!:Eista;w.h* d?you mean bythat? .
roTH JURon: Vhat d'ya think I srcan? K-IrD, kidt

.

i

,
l

ron4r,ae.NJ \phaq iust,because I'lrl trying to keq> this *ring.or'ganiz€d? Hstea. VIe rk*.I:Vouwanr to do iri Here..you sit
'here. You take the responsitlitirr,,Pll inpt shut up, thac's all.

roTH JURoR: Lisen, wh* argyougettin' so hot aboutt? Cahn
dowt, will y^?'
FoRiMf,N:' Eont,tell me:to elm'dswn.,Ftrere! Frlerds thechair.
'.. ' You keep it goid
srnoeth aadeverydring. War d'ya thhrk,.it's
'. a.snap? eotneon AAr, Foremari.,Let'ssee how great you'd.tun
the

show-

rosn JURoxfto'the rrru yunonJ:,Ditly'eveisee

. i.:,. .
such a diing?

or:srdething?

FoREMAN;.You drink it's frurry
..r.,'
r2TH JURon: Take it easy. The wtrole thiagburiimportant:
F'oREMAN: Unibportant? Youwant to

,

trt ft}

r^.TH JURon: No. Listen, you're doing a beautiful job..No.'body. wants to change.
TTrr JU.RoR: Yeah, you'rc doing great. Hang in there'an&pitch.
roTH tuRon: All right, Let's bear-from-somebody.
,

rJ! ff,#I!ffiu,

orwant m€ to tell you how
.;

right now, it's all right

withme. ,

..

it
i r""r' "unnt
: :.j

I don't caiewh*.you do.
I haven't got anyrhing
lefter a patcsef: Nl
brilliant. I only,know as'much"i$r.
as yor do. -A.ccording to the
testimony the boy loola guitfy. Maybe he is. I sao tlece in
crxut for three days listerdng while the widence built up.
Bverybody,sounded so positive that I starred to get a.pecrliar
feeling abodt,this trial. Irneen, n'othingis that po3itive. I.bad
questions I would have liked ro ask. Maybe they wouldn't

FoRBMAN lsoftlyl:

8rx ;unon

